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by Larry Chowning

T he resurgence of 
aquatic grasses and 
an abundance of 
oyster spat attaching 

to jetties, piers and boathouses 
on Urbanna Creek are a sign of 
an improving environment along 
the watershed.

Back in 2008, William 
Smiley, outdoor coordinator for 
Christchurch School, introduced 
a school project that had students 
planting shell and spat-on-shell 
in the waters off Christchurch 
School in the Rappahannock 
River.

As he studied and monitored 
the small reef they created, 
Smiley found that there was very 
little growth or progress. So, he 
directed his efforts to Urbanna 
Creek where after several years 
of planting seed and spat, found 
the creek to be a “wonderful 
ecosystem” for growing oysters.

Urbanna Creek has been 

condemned for the harvesting 

In the late 1960s, the Town of 
Urbanna installed a sewage 
treatment plant that to this day 

discharges into Urbanna Creek. 
There is also a sewage system 
discharging into the creek from 
the Middle Peninsula Regional 
Security Center and courthouse 

complex in Saluda.
The treatment plants are 

operated today by Hampton 

Since the “Restore Urbanna Creek” group started restoration of the creek in 2008, 11,000 bushels of shell and spat-on-shell — 3 
million oysters — have been planted in the creek. Pictured above is a planting last year near the Beryl “Dick” Newman Memorial 
Bridge in Urbanna.                                                                                                                                  (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Group working to improve
Urbanna Creek ecosystem

Members of the “Restore Urbanna Creek” group include, from left, David Cola, director of 
place-based education, Christchurch School; Joe Heyman, chairman of the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival Foundation; Paula Jasinski, Green Fin Studio; Jen Sagan, Friends of the Rappahannock; 
Sara Chaves Beam, Chesapeake Bay Governor’s School of Middlesex County Public Schools; 
Christopher Little, river and outdoor coordinator Christchurch School; and William Smiley, 
ecologist/captain for sustainability with the Tides Inn.                         (Photo by Larry Chowning)

(See “Creek,” Page A3)

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County Board of 
Supervisors is going to advertise a 

budget next week that will fund a 3% 
cost of living adjustment for county 
employees, with no tax increase to 
taxpayers and no funds coming out of 
the county’s fund balance to balance 

the budget.
The proposal came on the heals 

of the Virginia school superintendent 

that the General Assembly budget 
includes $749,000 in state funds to 
Middlesex schools that local school 

The funding has been approved 
by the General Assembly — House 

and Senate —  but still has to receive 

The governor has until April 17 to sign 
off on or deny the General Assembly 
budget.

Middlesex County School 
Superintendent Dr. Tracy Seitz said 
Tuesday at a Middlesex County Board 
of Supervisors budget work session 
that the school system plans to use 

the additional monies to fund a 3% 
raise to all school employees; cover a 
9% increase in health insurance so it 
will not cost employees any additional 
dollars; and to fund a mathematics 
position at St. Clare Walker Middle 
School.

The county proposed budget calls 
for a 3% cost of living adjustment 
for all employees; funding the hiring 

of two new deputies and a dispatcher 

to support the hiring of an assistant 
commonwealth’s attorney.

The board also agreed to take about 

amount of the budget down, which 
helped balance the budget without 
dipping into the fund balance. 

MC supervisors to announce $36 million FY-25 budget

by Larry Chowning    

Middlesex County Sheriff David Bushey 
requested funding from the Middlesex County 

Bethpage and Grey’s Point campgrounds during their 
camping seasons.

with MCBS, Sheriff Bushey said that during the 

emergency calls double and are resulting in times 
when there are no deputies on the roads to respond to 
other emergencies.

“When we are dealing 

campgrounds, we do 
not always have enough 
deputies to cover the rest of 
the county,” he said.

The sheriff explained 
campground security 
is made up of two off-
duty Middlesex County 
deputies hired by the two 
campgrounds so each has 
one deputy during “select 
weekends” from 8 p.m. to 
midnight.

He noted that the 
deputies are off-duty but 
when they have a problem 
that requires on-duty 
deputies to assist there are 
often no deputies left to 
cover the rest of the county 
and this happens often, he 
said.

Sheriff Bushey also said the campgrounds have 
tried to hire their own private security people but 
“that did not work because they hired inexperienced 
young kids who ended up getting assaulted.”

“The two campgrounds continue to grow,” said 

campground last year and now we are talking about 
putting a campground in the Jamaica District.”

The sheriff is requesting two additional deputies 

for required training. “We lost four employees last 
year because of low salaries and high cost to the 

Sheriff: Hiring 
more deputies
needed due to
surge in calls

(See “Deputies,” Page A3)

“When we 
are dealing 
with redneck 

we do not 

enough 

county.”

Middlesex County 
Sheriff David 
Bushey

by Tom Chillemi

Urbanna’s skies will 
be dark for the  annual 
Independence Day-themed 
celebration.

“It looks like we’re not 

year,” Ted Costin, Urbanna 
town administrator, told the 

town council at its March 28 
meeting.

The problem boils down to 
the inability to get insurance 
for the launch site.

have been launched from 
the Rosegill property across 
Urbanna Creek. However, the 
property owners’ insurance 

will not cover the discharge 

The Urbanna Boat Parade 

A large area is needed 
around the discharge point. 

inches in diameter requires 

the discharge point, Costin 
explained at an earlier 

shells need even more space.

Large barge
Some localities use a barge 

anchored in water to shoot off 

barge would need to be 40 
feet by 60 feet, Costin said.

A barge of that size would 
need a tug to move it. That 

said Urbanna Mayor Bill 
Goldsmith.

The town had a $14,000 

company they had not used 
before. The company asked 
for   insurance, leading to 
the Rosegill property owners 

The Ohio-based company 

Urbanna before is willing and 
able to launch from a barge.

by Tom Chillemi

Urbanna probably will 

for its annual Independence 
Day-themed celebration, due 
to a lack of insurance. But 
plans are already being made 

for activities in the town’s 
Taber Park and the new town 
pool there — plus, the boat 
parade is still on.

Urbanna Councilor Sandy 
Sturgill proposed that money 

towards a party in the park 

and town activities. Council 
agreed and at its March 28 
meeting voted to appoint 
Sturgill and fellow Councilor 
Beth Justice to a committee 
to work with town staff to 
develop a plan.  

This week Sturgill said she 

is thinking big and is asking 
for ideas.

Boat parade
The annual Urbanna Boat 

Parade is still on and Sturgill 
wants to enhance it, and 
attract more boats including 

antique boats, sailboats and 
workboats.

She noted there are 
several restored antique 
boats in the area that might 
participate if the owners 
were asked.

There will be food trucks, 

patriotic music, games and 
free swimming for all at the 
new town pool.

To lend a hand, contact 
town councilors Sturgill, 
Justice or town staff through 
the Urbanna Town Hall at 

Urbanna planning fireworks-free fun for Independence Day celebration
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SALUDA
848 Gloucester Rd.

Saluda, VA 23149

804-758-2244

YORKTOWN
914 Denbigh Blvd.

Yorktown, VA 23692

757-877-2248

WILLIAMSBURG
283 McLaw’s Circle

Williamsburg, VA 23185

757-345-6644

VIRGINIA BEACH
804 Newton Rd. #102

VA Beach, VA 23462

757-645-0248

EXPERIENCE MATTERS!
Estate and Legacy Planning Since 1978

Wake Buxton, Esq.

Middle Peninsula Native

Free Consultations

20 Years Legal Experience

Master of Laws in Estate Planning

Law School Professor

Co-Author of Virginia Elder Law
Member of U.S. Tax Court

www.trustbuilders.com

804-758-2244

We Are Here!

riversideonline.com/rwrh

Walter Reed Hospital

riversideonline.com/

Walter Reed HospitalWW H

At Riverside, we are here to listen and provide medical 
care tailored to your individual needs. Our providers 
and care teams combine the latest health care advances 
with compassionate, patient-centered care so you can be 
your healthiest self, both mentally and physically.

Nationally recognized for exceptional safety, quality and 
care, Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is YOUR community 
hospital and part of the Riverside network of care. 

When YOU need us, we are here.

Wine•wine tastings•Beer•Charcuterie•Olive Oil
Cheeses•Novel gifts•Coffee•Local Goods

Art•Gourmet Snacks & Custom Screen Printing 

urbannatradingcompany.com

Open Wed-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-4
804-286-9357

Memorial Day- Labor Day Open Mon 12-6

290 Virginia Street • Urbanna, VA 23175

WINDY 103.9 WWNDFM
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Roads Sanitation Department 

scheduled to be closed in the 
coming years when HRSD 
will direct the sewage to a 

Work has already begun on 
that project.

This will not, however, 
bring the creek up to an 
environmental standard where 
oysters can be harvested to 
eat, because of the extensive 
number of boats and marinas 
in the harbor, said David 
Cola, director of place-based 
education at Christchurch 
School.

“Restore Urbanna Creek 

is not just about science,” said 
Cola. “It is about providing 
environmental information 
so people who live on the 
Chesapeake Bay understand 
our watershed better. It is 
about people understanding 
that a healthy watershed ups 
the quality of life for all of us.”

The creek restoration 
program has brought together 
a local group of educators, 
environmentalists, ecologists 
and the Urbanna Oyster 

interested in the preservation 
of the bay.

The group has coordinated 
educational studies by using 
the creek as a hands-on 
classroom for Christchurch 
School and Chesapeake Bay 
Governor’s School students; 
provided water quality 
monitoring; planting reefs on 
the creek using seed oysters, 
shell and spat-on-shell; 
monitoring growth of the 
reefs; providing educational 
studies during the Thursday 

the Urbanna Town Marina; 

through grants to make it all 
happen.

Private partnerships have 
been formed as HRSD 
has provided some of the 
infrastructure for sampling 
and testing water quality of 
the creek; Bay Design Group 
in Urbanna has provided 
survey work required by 
Virginia Marine Resources 

to establish the best reef 
locations; and The Cabell 

has provided grant funds along 
with others.

“What we have learned 
is that Urbanna Creek is 
a miniature Chesapeake 
Bay,” said Joe Heyman of 

learning on the creek can be 
used to make the entire bay 
a better place and provide an 
understanding of what needs 
to be done to do that.”

 What they have learned is 
that the more oysters living 
and thriving in a tributary 
makes for a much healthier 

day.
During the 1970s and 

1980s, Urbanna Creek lost all 
of its aquatic grasses, mostly 
due to turbid, dirty water. “The 
grasses are coming back,” said 
Sara Chaves Beam, director of 
Chesapeake Bay Governor’s 
School. “The water is 
obviously clearer and cleaner, 
which is a gauge used to show 
we are making a difference.”

Cola pointed out too that 
the creek is full of oyster spat 
attaching to docks, bridge 
pilings, etc. “This is a real sign 
that life in and along the creek 
is getting better,” he said.

Creek...
(Continued from Page A1)

employee for health insurance,” he said. “We need 

be competitive with surrounding counties.” The 
sheriff is also asking for funds to lease four new 
police cruisers and for one new dispatcher.

Supervisors Chairman Don Harris asked the 
sheriff if he has been in communication with 
the owners of the campgrounds. The sheriff 

said that when the campgrounds were locally 
owned there was regular communication, but 
when Bethpage and Grey’s Point were sold 

Properties communication has been more 

Jamaica District Supervisor Wayne Jessie 

campgrounds are bringing to Middlesex County 
coffers from meal and lodging taxes.

Deputies...
(Continued from Page A1)

invites the public to an 
opening reception at Arts 

Puller Highway, diagonally 
across from Cafe by the 

from 3 to 7 p.m., welcoming 
new artists and work for the 
month of April. Wine and 
light refreshments will be 
served, and artists will be on 
hand to sell and discuss their 
work.

The April reception will 
feature brand new work by 
exhibiting artists, including 
Jack Banks, Linda Brent, Judy 
Bumgardner, Brigitte Cusa, 

Thompson, and Anne Wilcox. 

It will also introduce drawings 

object sculptures by Heidi 
Christiansen.

The venue is hosting a 
regular schedule of art events 
throughout April and May, 
including a paint night by 

12, from 6-8 p.m., and Jody 
Ball on the morning of 
Saturday, April 20, from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Paint events 

the proceeds goes to support 

AIM. All ages and levels 
of experience are welcome. 

March sold out, and attendees 
are advised to reserve their 
spaces early.

Arts at the Point is a pop-up 
gallery organized by the 

In the Middle,  probably best 

created to give a venue for the 
wealth of artistic talent in the 
Deltaville area, and serve as 
a gathering point for the arts 
community there. It opened 

great enthusiasm locally, with 
record sales and attendance 

during its opening that month. 
It currently features 18 artists 
working in more than a half 
dozen forms of media, with 

more slated to exhibit before it 
closes at the end of May. The 
owner of the space, Michelle 
McKinney, studied art at 

Virginia  Commonwealth 
University and plans to 
continue it as an art space in 
the future.

The Middlesex County Board of Supervisors recently honored J. D. Davis of Locust Hill for 
his 28 years of service on the Middlesex County Planning Commission; for his four years 
of service on the Community Services Board; and 20 years working for the electoral board 
keeping voting machines updated and running. Pictured above are, from left, Middiesex 
County Planning Director David Kretz, Davis, Middlesex County Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Don Harris and County Administrator Matt Walker. (Photo by Larry Chowning)

MC supervisors recognize J.D. Davis


